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had of either the Bombay column or of the Mahrattas, and
Cornwallis reluctantly found Himself compelled to destroy his
siege artillery and fall back to Bangalore. Taught by bitter
experience that only a regular and methodical advance could
enable him to operate against Seringapatam with any hope of
success, he devoted the rest of the year to making thorough
preparations for a renewed offensive in 1792. These prepara-
tions included the capture of the strong series of posts known
as the Droogs, north and west of Bangalore, which were
stormed one after the other in a series of brilliant coups de main.
Tippoo meanwhile was utilising the respite thus granted in
recovering his lost province of Coimbatore, which was, however,
lost to him again early next year.
By the beginning of February 1792 Cornwallis, with 22,000
of his own troops and 18,000 of the Nizam's contingent, was
once more before the entrenched camp to the north of Seringa-
patam. This was assaulted on the night of February 6 in
three columns ; the left attack failed to make much headway,
but by the next morning the centre and right had forced their
way over the entrenchments into the heart of the city, and
driven Tippoo to seek refuge within the walls of the citadel.
The arrival of the Bombay division completed the circle of
investment, and in less than two months from the commence-
ment of operations Tippoo saw himself reduced to ask for
terms. They were severe enough, involving as they did
the loss of half his dominions to the various members of the
alliance, the British share being a wide stretch of territory on
the western, southern and eastern frontiers of Mysore. The
power of that formidable State was clearly on the decline;
yet Tippoo's hostility remained unassuaged, and his hatred
of the British and desire for vengeance on them was increased,
if anything, by his disasters.
The outbreak of the French Revolution, soon to be described,
and the entry of England into the Coalition against it, involved
the Madras army first in the operation — by now almost
standardised—for the capture of Pondicherry, and later, when
Holland was absorbed into the new Republic, in expeditions
for the conquest of Ceylon, and the Dutch possessions in the
East Indies. Once these had been successfully accomplished,
the whole of the East India Company's armies underwent its
first complete remodelling. The native troops, about 57,000
in all, were reduced in numbers, and redistributed, as were the
battalions of white Droops, into 2-battalion regiments ; the
establishment of British officers was increased, and the first
artillery units _ were created. This reorganisation was only
gradually carried out, commencing in 1796 and not being

